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and carrying on into the future whatever has been found to
be good and useful in the past. Hence we hold that in
promoting Greek studies and maintaining the Greek tradi-
tion as an integral and important part of our national
education the Hellenic Society is serving the best interests,
not only of scholarship and learning, but of culture and
humanity.
If we would picture to ourselves the immense loss which
humanity would suffer by the extinction of the Greek tradi-
tion, we need only perhaps reflect on what happened in
Europe during the Middle Ages, when the illumination of
the Greek genius had died out, except for the solitary candle
glimmering at Byzantium. It was a time of political and
intellectual servitude, stagnation, and slumber, the long
hibernation of the European spirit. The revival of Greek
literature at the Renaissance was not merely a symptom, it
was a powerful instrument of that awakening of the European
mind to fresh life and activity which since then has pro-
ceeded with ever-increasing energy down to our own time.
The fifty years during which the Hellenic Society has ex-
isted have witnessed a great advance in our knowledge of
ancient Greece and of classical antiquity in general. The
epoch-making discoveries, first of Schliemann and after-
wards of Sir Arthur Evans, to name no others, have opened
up a new vista into the Hellenic past, while at the same time
excavations in Egypt, Babylonia, and Asia Minor have
carried back the history of civilization in the near East to
still remoter ages. But I think we may say with confidence
that these wonderful discoveries in Egypt and Babylonia
have done nothing to lessen or impair our estimate of the
debt we owe to Greece; if anything they tend rather to
enhance it by contrasting the material wealth and technical
perfection of these Oriental nations with the poverty and
rudimentary nature of their thought compared with the rich-
ness, the range, the variety of thought which ancient Greece
enshrined In its matchless literature.
In the progress of Greek studies during the last fifty years
the Hellenic Society has borne an honourable part. The
best record of its activity is contained in the long series of
volumes of its Journal^ comprising an immense variety of